Thomas L. Gunn III
February 15, 1935 - October 23, 2020

Thomas L. Gunn, III, 85, of Orange, Texas, passed from this life on October 23, 2020, at
Bonne Vie in Port Arthur, TX.
A graveside burial for immediate family will be held October 31, 2020, at St. Mary’s
Cemetery. Officiating will be Fr. Sinclair Oubre, Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi.
Born in Lake Charles, Louisiana, on February 15, 1935, he was the son of T.L. Gunn, Jr.
and Mary Sue Gunn.
It’s been said “Once a Marine, Always a Marine” and if you knew Tommy, there could be
no truer words! He joined the Marines at the young age of 17, insisting his father T.L. sign
a permission form for him to enlist. He served his country during the Korean War and was
promoted to the rank of Sergeant.
On October 2, 1955 Tommy married the love of his life, Joan Dorothy Mortimer. The
couple celebrated 65 years of marriage this month. Together they had four children.
Tommy was employed by DuPont Sabine River Works for almost 40 years. After his
retirement, new adventure began for him. He worked in Africa for a refinery start-up,
became an Air Boat Tour Guide and later worked 10 years as a security guard for The W.
H. Stark House in Orange.
He was an avid hunter and loved every minute he could spend in the outdoors. He
enjoyed time at the beach and the sounds of the waves. Tommy loved his family, friends
and his Marine brothers and will be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Tommy was preceded in death by his parents; T.L. Gunn, Jr. and Mary Sue Gunn, his
sister, Sharon Rose Gunn, and brother, Buzzie Gunn.
He is survived by his loving wife, Joan, his children; Debbie Moreau (Dal) of Orange,
Connie Gray (Mike) of Nederland, Tommy Gunn IV (Tamie) of Orange, and Mike Gunn of
Orange. He was “Pappy” to his grandchildren; Kelli Simon (Bryan), Joshua Gray (Kendra),
Ryan Moreau (Brianne), Jeremy Gray (Evan), Laura Norsworthy (Justin), BreAnna
Bornette (Colton) and to his sixteen great grandchildren and three great, great
grandchildren.
The family asks in lieu of flowers and donations, a random act of kindness be shown to
someone in honor of Tommy. One of his greatest joys was found in giving to others.
“If the Army and the Navy ever look on Heaven's scenes, they will find the streets are

guarded by United States Marines.” Semper Fi, Pappy, Semper Fi!
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Comments

“

Mr Gunn you were my favorite person to transport to dyalysis. You always asked how
I was doing and we had so many good talks. I will miss you always and will
remember all our talks about the Marines. Semper Fi Mister Gunn.

Lisa Barrow - October 30, 2020 at 06:58 PM

“

My sincerest condolence's to the family. Mr. Gunn, thank you for your service to God,
country, and your fellow man. You leave a legacy of love and kindness.

PEARL ALVARADO - October 30, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

PEARL ALVARADO lit a candle in memory of Thomas L. Gunn III

PEARL ALVARADO - October 30, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

RIP Tommy

for the family. I was such a sweet man. Patty James

Patty James - October 27, 2020 at 09:34 AM

“

Rest in peace my friend. Thank You for your service. Nolan & Gayla Benoit

Nolan & Gayla Benoit - October 26, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

It's impossible to think of Tommy without smiling! The break room at the Stark House
came to life when he walked in the door. I loved listening as he regaled us with
stories from his colorful adventures. My thoughts are with you as you say goodbye to
him.

Lori Lindner - October 26, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of Mr. Gunn’s family. It was an honor and a
privilege to get to know him and he was such a beautiful soul that will be truly
missed. May you find comfort in our sweet Lord’s embrace, knowing he’s with you
every second in this difficult time.
With love,
Kylee Scott

Kylee Scott - October 26, 2020 at 02:02 PM

