Reverend Eldon L. Reed
June 19, 1925 - April 3, 2020

Reverend Eldon L. Reed, of Kountze Texas, aged 94, passed away at Harbor Hospice
hospital on April 3, 2020.
Eldon was born in Hooks Texas, a short distance from his family home in Redwater Texas
on June 19,1925 to Walter and Gladys Reed. He loved growing up in rural Redwater,
surrounded and nurtured by his parents, brothers, sister, many aunts, uncles, and cousins.
He was an all-around athlete, with primary interests in track and baseball. He had the
talent and was a promising baseball player, but when he was still a teenager he felt called
to the ministry and started his ministry at 17 years of age.
After he finished high school in 1942, he went immediately to Lon Morris Junior college in
Jacksonville Texas. In 1943, he finished Lon Morris, married Mary Frances Ferguson,
started an itinerant ministry in the Patroon and Cherina circuits, and enrolled in Stephen F
Austin. In 1945, he graduated from SFA and enrolled in seminary at Southern Methodist
University to pursue his career path as a Methodist minister. In the spring of 1948, he
graduated from SMU and he and his wife Mary moved to New York where he audited
some classes from Union Theological Seminary.
In early June he was accepted into the Texas conference of the Methodist Church and
received his first official appointment in Kountze Texas. He tackled and achieved many
goals during his six years in Kountze, which included increasing the church membership,
building the present-day church, and taking a leadership role in many civic and community
projects.
In 1954, he was appointed to a church in Port Arthur Texas and in 1956, he and Mary
embarked on a three-month journey to the Holy Land. For years afterwards they
conducted slide show evenings of their Holy Land trip in many churches in the area. Eldon
served the Port Arthur church until 1958. After leaving Port Arthur, he served First
Methodist churches in Winnie-Stowell, Sweeny, Marlin, Houston, Angleton, and
Nederland. He retired the first time in 1985, but it was a short-lived retirement and he was

assigned to the First United Methodist Church in Wildwood where he served until 1994.
His last official placement was as an associate pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Beaumont, Texas in 1996 and he retired from there for the final time in 2001.
In 1974 the Big Thicket National Preserve was established. Eldon and Mary advocated for
many years prior to 1974 for this preserve to come to fruition and Eldon had the honor of
delivering the invocation at the dedication ceremony.
In 1979 Eldon trained for and ran a marathon in Houston Texas and was later dubbed the
Marathon Minister.
While living in Wildwood in the years 1987-1996, Eldon and Mary built bluebird houses
and established the bluebird trail in their area. Many of these are still standing today,
continuing to shelter bluebird families.
On July 18, 2003, Mary, his wife and companion of nearly 60 years died after a lengthy
illness. Two years later in August 2005, Eldon married Christine Harrell and they spent the
next 14 and a half years in a loving and dedicated marriage. Together they enjoyed their
blended families and church related functions with many mutual friends and colleagues.
Eldon was a man who walked his talk and was an idealist as well as a practical man. He
was a staunch and passionate supporter of human rights, which included civil rights,
women rights, and LBGQ rights. He championed these causes long before the
mainstream population got on board. He was a visionary and had the ability to get people
connected and mobilized. Eldon demonstrated, in his daily life, his firm belief in the
fundamental worth and dignity of every human being.
He was a family man and loved his family above all else. He loved wildflowers, sunsets,
nature, tennis, and cracking a corny joke. He leaves a big legacy of his faith, his passion
for life, his love for the United Methodist church, his family, and his friends.
He is survived by his wife Christine Harrell Reed, his brothers Kenneth and Cecil Reed,
his sister Wanda Wilson, his four children Janice Reed, Ralph and his wife Becky Reed,
Dr. Joyce Reed and husband David Sheffield, and Rev. Dr. Ray Reed and partner Vinh
LeDang, his five grandchildren, Hafida, Arabah, Erin, Caleb, and Katie, and his three great
grandchildren, Ephram, Kamilah, and Tatianna.
A private graveside service will be held at Village Mills Cemetery and a Celebration of Life
will be held at the First Methodist Church in Kountze, Texas, to be announced at a later

date.
In lieu of flowers, please consider contributing to one of his favorite causes: The Big
Thicket Association (https://www.bigthicket.org/ donations) Reconciling Ministries of the
United Methodist Church (https://rmnetwork.org/) or donate online to M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center.

Cemetery
Village Mills Cemetery
Village Mills, TX,

Comments

“

Since I was a child, Eldon Reed has been an on and off pastor to FUMC Beaumont.
Until his passing I had no idea the small circles in my life today, and I'am so thankful
for his enthusiasm and wisdom he has shared over the last 3 decades. Wishing the
entire family the best and I will continue to celebrate his life and life lessons forever.
Deborah Stelly

Deborah Stelly - May 14 at 03:46 PM

“

Christine, Joyce, Ray, Kenneth and all the rest, God bless.
I am grateful to have been a friend, co-worker in ministry and neighbor along the way
of life. There are far too many memories, stories, anecdotes for me to share. This
surely is a difficult time but know the blessing of such a glorious life/witness shared
with Eldon will hold you each close.
Sharon

Sharon M Watt - April 29 at 05:57 PM

“

Rev Reed was the pastor who performed my parents’ wedding in Winnie, Texas!!

Christi Anderson Heyduck - April 06 at 11:22 AM

“

I will always remember a trip to Houston in his Karmann Ghia with Joyce and her
dad. He was teaching her to drive a standard shift car to get the best gas mileage.
He was always so kind. Love you, Joyce. Wish I could be there with you!

Carolyn Barker Dupas - April 05 at 11:09 PM

“

Joyce so sorry in the lose of your dad. My prayers are with you dear friend. Lul

Sherry Felps - April 05 at 06:10 PM

“

It was sweet Mary who, in early 1977, stopped by the office of The Angleton Times,
where I was a new reporter, to invite me to church one day. She was one of the
kindest, warmest human beings I ever met. Then I met Eldon, her perfect match. I
attended the church (and Sunday school) for almost a year before I started dating

Roger Friedeck, the Perry Bros. (now defunct variety store) manager who had moved
to Angleton not long after I came. Then he attended with me, and we got married in
the small town where my mother lived by a minister who was previously a reporter for
the Houston Post (Dan Louis). We stayed in Angleton until the fall of 1979 when
Roger was transferred to Vidor, and I went to work for the Beaumont Enterprise
(where I worked for more than 30 years.). We owed an operated our own business
(Friedeck's Garden Center) for 18 years, selling out at the first of the year. We
celebrated our 42 anniversary just two days before Eldon's passing. Your parents
were a big influence on us in our early marriage, and in our church membership. I
had the opportunity, along the way, as your father continued to be in the Beaumont
area, to visit with him. He was an amazing man, filled with love, joy, and hope. He will
be missed, but his influence will be forever felt in so many of us he left behind May
God comfort you all in your loss.
Sheila Friedeck - April 05 at 03:38 PM

“

Joyce, Erin and David, I'm so sorry for your loss, but heavens gain. I first met your Dad
through Dot Walker, my best friend, several times. I think he and her husband Bob were
good friends. Then I met him one Thanksgiving at your house. Such a legacy! My love,
thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this very difficult time. Martha Jane Zaruba
Martha Jane Zaruba - April 07 at 08:55 AM

“

Giving thanks for Rev. Reed this morning and his ministry to all children of God. May
his witness live on in the lives of those he blessed.

Janet Pattillo Ping - April 05 at 01:17 PM

“

To Eldon's Family,
Words cannot express how sad we are about the loss of your father.
Heaven will never be the same now that your Dad and Dad Jonte' are together again
causing who knows what type of mischief.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. We wish we could be near you and are
extending virtual hugs to you in the days ahead.
We love you.
Gaye and Rick Fetterolf

Rick and Gaye Fetterolf - April 05 at 12:33 PM

“

It was my honor to have been able to call Pastor Eldon Reed friend and colleague.
Our paths crossed serving in the same Districts and attending our Pastoral gettogethers. He had a keen sense of humor and was always willing to to help those of
us finding our way along our Pastoral Journey's. His wisdom will be missed. He was

one of those that to know him was to respect his service, honor his advice, and laugh
while walking at his side. He will be missed
Rev. Sherry Q Crenshaw - April 05 at 11:13 AM

“

2 Samuel 3:38: “Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in
Israel?"
Eldon is a prince and a great man. I love him as a friend and co-worker in the church,
the embodiment of Jesus Christ. I am sorry we are far away, but will always
remember his laugh and commitment to the health of the United Methodist Church.

Danny Wayman - April 05 at 10:30 AM

“

I cannot possibly narrow my memories down to one. The Risinger family and the
Reed family had many fond times together. We ate many meals together, we
attended many sub district meetings together, laughed together, and shared joys and
concerns. My heart goes out to all of you.

Bonnie Risinger Sandberg - April 05 at 07:10 AM

“

Eldon married my husband and I back in 1983. He was our pastor and FUMC in
Angleton. We all loved him very much! His son, Ray, and I used to play on the
Angleton High School tennis team together. Prayers for family and friends. I know
he's dancing the streets of heaven with his sweet wife, Mary.

edie snow myer - April 04 at 10:28 PM

“

Three good Eldon stories.
1 - He said he wanted to be offered District Superintendent just so he would have the
joy of turning it down.
2 - He explained not wanting to go up in an airplane - because Jesus said "LOW I will
be with you always."
3 - When he was in Wildwood and I was in Silsbee, he used to say "How's everything
on the other side of Village Creek?" I told him, "Eldon, I think we are on the same
side of Village Creek!" (You actually cross Village Creek twice going from Wildwood
to Silsbee - Wildwood and Silsbee are on one side, and Kountze is on the other
side!)

I really thought Eldon would just live forever :) Blessings to all.
Robert Stutes
now living in Daleville, VA
Robert Stutes - April 04 at 08:58 PM

“

In the early 1950's, Pastor Eldon Reed baptized me and my sister Carol Fay Rea
Mattingly as infants. His daughter Janice and I are the same age, and we were
friends during those early years. Many years later in 2001, our family was pleased to
have him officiate at our mother's funeral, Ruth Rea. Pastor Reed was loved by
eveyone, and Kountze FUMC was Blessed to have him serve multiple times. We
send prayers and sympathy to Christine and family.
Linda Beth Rea Miles
Lake Jackson, TX

Linda Miles - April 04 at 06:23 PM

“

I serve as a liturgist at FUMC-Kountze. Every single time and I mean every single time that
I was liturgist, Eldon would stop me after the service to tell me what a wonderful job I had
done. He always asked about my grown children and what was going on in their lives. His
curiosity was always out of love for my family. My husband was always excited to see
Eldon because he was always genuinely concerned, actively listening to him and my
husband enjoyed those corny jokes! He told me once, that nobody really owned the
property they lived on. It was God's and our job was to take care of it for the next child of
God. We are just caretakers really. My family will miss him dearly. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Christine and their family.
Paula Edmonds - April 04 at 06:33 PM

“

Eldon was such a good man. I appreciated his support as a young pastor, and his
encouragement when I bought an old VW. He left a lasting legacy Kountze that was a good
foundation for those of us who followed him.
Susan Buchanan - April 04 at 07:43 PM

“

Love and prayers for his family.
Stella Bernice Wheeler Reeves
Stela Reeves - April 05 at 04:15 PM

“

He was a legend that pastors would hear about as we learned the ropes of ministry in the
Texas Annual Conference. Blessings to the family.
Bert Bagley - April 06 at 06:21 AM

“

Eldon and Mary, then Eldon and Christine have been members of our family since Joyce
and David were married. Through all these years we have shared many dinners and
holiday celebrations. there was so much laughter, jokes and tall tales that we had numbers
to call out when they were repeated. we shared good and bad time and many prayers as
an extended family. We will miss his friendship and presence and prayers greatly. our love

and prayers are extended to all his family in their grief.
Robert and Frances Sheffield
Frances Sheffield - April 06 at 09:58 AM

“

He sounds like a great man. Wish I had known him. I know Janice and Ralph and Ralph's
wife,Becky, who are all wonderful people. Clearly, his influence shines through them.
Condolences to the whole family.
Olive Talley
Dallas
Olive Talley - April 08 at 08:22 PM

