Jeanette A. Barnes
August 22, 1934 - June 27, 2018

On Wednesday afternoon, June 27, 2018, our beautiful Mother, Jeanette Ayo Barnes,
went to her Heavenly Home. After a long, hard battle, she finally won. She is now rejoicing
and singing in Heaven’s choir and reunited with loved ones who had gone before her.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, July 1, 2018, at First Baptist Church in
Bridge City, Texas with Reverend Bob Boone and Reverend Mark Bunch officiating. Burial
will follow the service at Hillcrest Memorial Gardens Cemetery in Orange.
Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Saturday, at First Baptist Church in Bridge
City.
She was born on August 22, 1934 in Port Arthur, Texas to Walter R. Ayo and Mary Freda
Hodgkinson. Growing up in Port Arthur at Gulf Park, then moving to Bridge City, Texas,
Mom attended and graduated from Stark High School in 1952 and continued her
education graduating from Port Arthur Business College in 1953.
Mother married the love of her life, our Father, Robert E. Barnes on June 23, 1955. They
just celebrated 63 glorious years this past Saturday on June 23. Through the years she
gave birth to four children, one who passed shortly after birth. The lessons she taught us
were so valuable but the most important of all was about Our Lord Jesus and His Love for
us. The legacy she has left us is instilled in each and every one of us and we proudly have
passed that on to each of our children.
There were many things in life that she loved. She had many friends and enjoyed a good
game of Bridge, laughter at a silly joke (many told by her eldest nephew, Warren Ducote,
whom she adored!). She also loved to travel, one trip especially, included her brother and
sister-in-law, Gerald and Murlene Ayo where they travelled to Williamsburg, Va., and
Washington DC. She also loved to visit Branson, Missouri and thoroughly enjoyed all the
musicals she was able to experience there.

She worked as a secretary for many years at Allied Chemical in Orange, Texas and then
moved on to work and retire from Ameripol Synpol in Port Neches, Texas.
Our mother was preceded in death by both her parents, Walter R. Ayo and Mary Freda
Hodgkinson Ayo; infant daughter, Marlys Barnes; brother, Raymond Ayo; sister, Juanita
Ducote; beloved brother-in-law, Louis Ducote; beloved sister-in-law, Murlene Ayo.
Mother is survived by her husband, Robert E. Barnes; children/spouse – Robyn Smith
(John); Meredith Beckcom; Scott Barnes (Cynthia – fiancé); grandchildren/spouse –
Morgan Dupuis (Leslie); Taylor Yeaman (Jeremy); Tristan Barnes (Summer); Katelyn
Edwards (Nate); Hunter Beckcom (Amanda – fiancé), Kenneth Beckcom; Paige Austin
(Matt); Angie Smith (Andrea); Garney Doucette, Jesse Doucette; 14 great-grandchildren;
brother, Gerald Ayo; numerous nieces and nephews and beloved extended family.
Pallbearers will be her grandsons: Tristan Barnes, Hunter Beckcom, Kenneth Beckcom,
Jeremy Yeaman, Leslie Dupuis and Nate Edwards. Honorary Pallbearers will be her great
grandsons: Davien Edwards, Christian Dupuis, Austin Yeaman, Raylan Barnes, Kaiden
Barnes, Jesse Doucette and Anthony Austin.
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Comments

“

My heartfelt condolences go out to the Barnes family in the loss of Jeanette Barnes.

Rita Hernandez - July 01, 2018 at 07:49 AM

“

This beautiful, sweet lady touched so many people with her beautiful voice & sweet
smile. I'm glad I knew her & could call her friend. You are truly a blessed family!

Juana Mattthews - July 01, 2018 at 06:19 AM

“

Beautiful lady, fabulous voice & inspiration for anyone that knew her. Thinking of you
all during this most difficult time.
Rosemary, Charles & Shon Hodgkinson.

Rosemary Hodgkinson - June 30, 2018 at 12:50 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 30, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 29, 2018 at 06:43 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 29, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 29, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

I loved Jeanette's wonderful singing voice. As a child and young adult at the First
Baptist Church, I always looked forward to her singing solos or duets, with my
mother, Mary Stagg Cruse, playing piano. Her voice was so lovely with perfect pitch,
like an angel. She sang the gospel words so heartfelt, you would have tears in your
eyes from the emotion she presented through song. Her smile was brilliant and
contagious. You always saw Jeanette with a smile of her face, and an expression of
true happiness. I had upmost respect and admiration for this woman, whom Christ
touched to share his glory. She demonstrated her faith daily in all she did. Our Lord
now has her in his heavenly choir. Love and Prays to the family.

Sylvia Stagg Gisclar - June 29, 2018 at 03:07 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 29, 2018 at 02:30 PM

“

The SP4 team at TOTAL. purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Jeanette A. Barnes.

Elizabeth M Brooks - June 29, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 29, 2018 at 07:30 AM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 28, 2018 at 09:48 PM

“

Nathan Outlaw & Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Jeanette A. Barnes.

Nathan Outlaw & Family - June 28, 2018 at 07:35 PM

“

I’ve known her since I was a child. She was a foundation of my hometown church
and always represented that sweet spirit of Jesus. Such a beautiful soul, with a
beautiful voice that praised our Lord. There was a happy homecoming today in
Heaven as our other beautiful moms of Bridge City welcomed her to eternity. What a
party they’re having tonight!

mollie - June 28, 2018 at 06:46 PM

“

To all of the family. She was such beautiful person with a big heart and loved all of
her family. Amiel and I send our prayers for the Lord to comfort all of you and to help
you thru this joyous but sad time.
Love, Mary & Amiel

Mary & Amiel Leleux - June 28, 2018 at 05:09 PM

“

Glorious Grace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jeanette A. Barnes.

June 28, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

Mimi (aka Aunt Jeanette), You will be greatly missed by so many. May you sing
beautifuly with the angels. I love you so very much
Jill and Keegan

Jill - June 28, 2018 at 03:59 PM

“

Jeanette sang at my wedding in 1969. Several years later when I had a short solo in a
Christmas Cantata at First Baptist Church my courage started to falter and she was
standing beside me. She very quietly reached out and put her arm around me to bolster my
confidence, and I was able to complete my song. That was Jeanette’s way. Whether it was
glorifying God with her glorious voice in a church full of people or encouraging someone
else, she always did it with her beautiful, beautiful smile and sweet spirit. I will always
treasure my friendship with Jeanette Barnes, the great privilege of singing beside her in a
choir, and the joy of seeing her smile.
Linda Parker Koonce - June 29, 2018 at 09:20 PM

