James "Mike" Michael Donnaud
November 19, 1951 - April 17, 2020

James “Mike” Michael Donnaud AKA PeePaw, 68, of Orange, passed away on April 17,
2020, at his home.
Born in Orange, Texas, on November 19, 1951, he was the son of Ray Joseph Donnaud
and Laura Sue (Nations) Donnaud. Mike graduated from the last class of Little Cypress
High School Class of 1970. After high school he honorably served in the Air Force during
the Vietnam War. Mike worked for Texaco/Hunstman as an operator, retiring after over 30
years of hard work. He was a Mason for Buna Lodge 1095. He loved fishing, hunting,
watching the Cowboys and Astros and most of all spending as much time with his
grandsons, and attending as many of their ballgames as possible. Mike delivered
seasonal Reese’s candy to KOGT, his favorite radio station to listen to. He had a big heart
and loved his family more than you could ever express in words and will be so deeply
missed by everyone he came across.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and Laura Donnaud.
He is survived by the love of his life and his best friend, Cheryl Donnaud; daughters,
Melinda Gipson and husband Jason of Orange, Allison Ward of Houston, and Brandi
Beard and husband Clint Jr. of Lumberton; grandchildren, Jace and Lane Gipson, and
Tryp Beard; siblings, Sheila Smith and husband Mack, Charles Donnaud, and Tommy
Donnaud and wife Nancy; aunt, Dolly McRight; and uncle, James S. Donnaud; along with
several nieces, nephews, and other loving family and a large host of friends.
Serving as honorary pallbearers, Robert Daniels, Steve Baehr, Doug Turner, and Dereck
Mills.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to a Veteran’s Charity of your
choice or to KOGT at P.O. Box 1667, Orange, Texas 77631, or a charity of your choice.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Claybar Funeral Home - April 24 at 10:46 AM

“

James “Donut” as we called him was a close friend on and off of the job in which we
worked together for some 16 years! I’ll surly miss you brother! Prayers go out to
Cheryl and family on this sad day in their lives! Peace be with you!

Tim Isaacs - April 24 at 04:19 PM

“

106 files added to the album LifeTributes

Claybar Funeral Home - April 23 at 12:49 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of James "Mike" Michael Donnaud.

April 22 at 01:45 PM

“

There are not very many memories that I have from High School, that Mike wasn't a
part of. Football, baseball, hunting and fishing were just some of the things we did.
We had great success at all of them and Mike was big part of that. We were so glad
when Mr. Donnaud (Ray) got his pond dug. We camped and swam there on those

hot summer nights. Cherished memories from so long ago.

William Brown - April 21 at 12:11 AM

